SAT Words

Sept. 28 thru Oct. 2

garish [ gérrish ]  (adj.) gaudy, in bad taste 

(Mrs. Watson has poor taste and covers every object in her house with a garish gold lamé.)

laceration   [ lássə ràyt ] (n.) a cut, tear 

(Because he fell off his bike into a rosebush, the paperboy’s skin was covered with lacerations.) 

nadir   [ náydər, 

 HYPERLINK "http://encarta.msn.com/encnet/features/dictionary/Pronounce.aspx?search=nadir" náy dr ] (n.) the lowest point of something 

(My day was boring, but the nadir came when I accidentally spilled a bowl of spaghetti on my head.)

pacific   [ pə síffik ] (adj.) soothing 

(The chemistry professor’s pacific demeanor helped the class remain calm after the experiment exploded.)

quagmire   [ kwág mr, 

 HYPERLINK "http://encarta.msn.com/encnet/features/dictionary/Pronounce.aspx?search=quagmire" kwóg mr ] (n.) a difficult situation 

(We’d all like to avoid the kind of military quagmire characterized by the Vietnam War.)

